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Good Vibes: Pass ‘em On Patch Program 

Girl Scout Levels: Cadette, Senior, Ambassador 

Stage 1: Choose and research an issue 

This could be an issue that you are familiar with, or one you know nothing about.  Make sure to choose 

something that interests you!  As you research each topic, get a jump start by answering the following 

questions: 

• How are kids from the ages of 10-18 affected by this issue? 

• What percentage of kids is affected by this issue? 

• What are some positive ways to understand, raise awareness, or help this issue get better?   

Possible issues to research could be: 

-Stress 

-Depression and anxiety 

-Bullying/Cyberbullying 

-Self esteem 

-Your own chosen topic around mental health within teens and adolescents 

In this patch program, you will choose to address one of the mental health 

issues that many adolescents and teens in America face daily.  The goal is to 

build a positive campaign or project to raise awareness and provide 

information and resources around the issue.  You are taking the lead to 

impact positive change in your communities by building healthy relationships 

and providing resources and empowering others to seek help if they need it. 
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Once you have chosen a topic, use the resources provided (websites and information sheets below) to 

learn about the subject.  Note anything that you didn’t know before, and also keep track of what you 

think would be most helpful for your peers to know.  You will use this information to build your project or 

campaign.      

PDF Resources: 

Stress Fact 

Sheet.pdf

Depression-Recogn

izing Depression.pdf

Anxiety 

Recognizing anxiety.pdf

Bullying What To 

Do If You Are Being Bullied.pdf
  

Exercise Fact 

Sheet.pdf

Suicide-Preventing 

suicide.pdf

Mental Health Tips 

for Talking.pdf

Mental Health Facts 

for Children and Teens.pdf

Time to Talk.pdf Time to Talk-talking 

to parents.pdf
 

Stage 2: Choose and implement a plan of action to help solve this issue   

Here are some possibilities: 

1. Create a campaign around the school (posters, pamphlets, bracelets, buttons, hashtags, etc.) 

raising awareness and providing information on how to create a safe environment, and what to 

do if you don’t feel safe. 

2. Public Service Announcement: Create a video or speak at a school assembly about your chosen 

issue.   

3. Create a Dropbox where kids who are struggling with issues at home, school or in relationships 

can communicate this to the school staff or troop leader, or they can communicate if they are 

concerned about another kid. 

4. Once you are educated on your chosen topic, wear a ribbon (Blue Ribbon Project) to start 

conversations with members of your school and community.   

5. Do a presentation or activity with your troop to help raise awareness about one of these issues, 

and to encourage kids to seek help if they are struggling.   

6. Create and distribute information packets defining boundaries, bullying or warning signs in a 

relationship to help other kids understand what is acceptable.   

7. Build a “kindness wall” at your school or in your community, where kids are encouraged to 

commit acts of kindness and post their experiences.   

8. Create a project of your own choice, approved by your troop leader.   

Note: Per GSUSA guidelines, Girl Scouts should have adult supervision as they research these topics.  

If this is not possible, use the PDF resources below.  Please refer to the Computer/Online Use: Safety 

Activity Checkpoints for more information.        

https://www.tolerance.org    https://www.stompoutbullying.org/                                                      

www.cfchildren.org     https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/    www.nami.org                                                

www.safekids.com 

 
 

https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.stompoutbullying.org/
http://www.cfchildren.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
http://www.nami.org/
http://www.safekids.com/
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Stage 3: Reflect 

Document/reflect on your experience.  Please write you answers on this form and include these answers 

when you submit your patch order form. 

Questions to consider: 

1. What did you learn that was new or surprising during this patch program?  What would you tell 

other girls who are just learning about the patch?  

 

 

 

 

2. What activity did you choose to complete?  What were some struggles?  What were some 

successes?   

 

 

 

 

3. What impact did this project have on you, or anyone around you?  Did you have any responses 

from your peers?  If possible, provide quotes or pictures.   

 

 

 

 

 

4. How will you use this experience, (or what is a takeaway) in the future? 

 

 

 

 

Once you have completed your patch project, you can order the patches at our online store, 

www.shopgirlscouts.com, and search for the specific patch.   

http://www.shopgirlscouts.com/
http://www.shopgirlscouts.com/
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Chronic stress and in�ammation have 
been linked to reduced ability to �ght o� 
viruses (from HIV to the common cold), 
and increased risk for heart disease, 
headaches, intestinal problems, sexual 
dysfunction, diabetes, and even cancer.2 

No one likes to be stressed out – especially when we know it can be linked to 
poor health. Learning how to manage your stress can be a small change with a 
big positive impact on your physical and mental health.  

Stress can also cause a number of other physical symptoms, including:   

Acne and other 
skin problems

Muscle aches 
and tension

Nausea, stomach 
pain, and 
heartburn

Diarrhea, 
constipation and 
other digestive 
issues

Irregular or 
painful periods

Changes in 
appetite and 
weight



Be realistic. You may be taking on more responsibility than you can or should handle for yourself or your 
family. If you feel overwhelmed by how many things are on your schedule, it’s ok to say “No” to new 
activities! You may also decide to stop doing an activity that is not 100% necessary. If friends or family 
criticize your decisions, give reasons why you’re making the changes. If you are a parent and your kids’ 
activities are part of your stress, be willing to listen to their concerns and stay open to compromise.

Shed the “superman/superwoman” urge. No one is perfect, so don’t expect perfection from yourself or 
others. Ask yourself, “What really needs to be done?” How much can I do? Is the deadline realistic? What 
adjustments can I make?” Don’t hesitate to ask for help if you need it.

Meditate.  Just ten to twenty minutes of quiet re�ection may bring relief from chronic stress as well as 
increase your tolerance to it. Use the time to listen to music, relax and try to think of pleasant things or 
nothing.

Visualize. Use your imagination and picture how you can manage a stressful situation more successfully. 
Whether it’s a business presentation or moving to a new place, many people feel visual rehearsals boost 
self-con�dence and help them to take a more positive approach to a di�cult task.

Take one thing at a time.  For people under tension or stress, their day-to-day workload can sometimes 
seem unbearable. You may feel like you have to multi-task, but that often leads to more stress. Take one task 
at a time. Make a list of things you need to get done and start with one task. Once you accomplish that task, 
choose the next one. The feeling of checking items o� a list is very satisfying and can motivate you to keep 
going.

Exercise. Regular exercise is a popular way to relieve stress. It gives an outlet to energy your body makes 
when it is preparing for a “�ight or �ght” response to stress or danger. Twenty to thirty minutes of physical 
activity bene�ts both the body and the mind.

Hobbies. Take a break from your worries by doing something you enjoy. Whether it’s gardening, painting, 
doing jigsaw puzzles or playing video games, schedule time to indulge your interests. The “zoned out” 
feeling people get while doing these types of activities is a great way to relax.

Vent. Talking with a friend or family member lets you know that you are not the only one having a bad day, 
caring for a sick child or working in a busy o�ce. Try to limit complaining and keep conversations 
constructive. Ask them how they have dealt with a similar situation that may be “stressing you out.” Let 
them provide love, support and guidance. Don’t try to cope alone.

Be �exible! If you �nd you’re meeting constant opposition in either your personal or professional life, 
rethink your approach. Arguing only intensi�es stressful feelings. Make allowances for other’s opinions and 
be prepared to compromise. If you are willing to be accommodating, others may meet you halfway. Not 
only will you reduce your stress, you may �nd better solutions to your problems.

Go easy with criticism. You may expect too much of yourself and others. Try not to feel frustrated, 
disappointed or even “trapped” when another person does not measure up. The “other person” may be a 
coworker, spouse, or child whose behavior you are trying to change or don’t agree with.  Avoid criticisms 
about character, such as “You’re so stubborn,” and try providing helpful suggestions for how someone 
might do something di�erently. Also remember to be kind to yourself. Negative self-talk doesn’t �x 
problems and will make you feel worse.   

For a complete list of sources, download the complete 2018 May is Mental Health Month toolkit for end notes or visit the corresponding page 
on our website, www.mentalhealthamerica.net.

If you are taking steps to live a healthy lifestyle but still feel like you are 
struggling with your mental health, visit www.mhascreening.org to check 
your symptoms. It’s free, con�dential, and anonymous. Once you have 
your results, we'll give you information and help you �nd tools and 
resources to feel better.



Signs of Depression
It is important to recognize depression so it can be treated. The earlier you get help, the sooner you can get back to feeling 
like yourself again.  If you have some of the symptoms below, you might be dealing with depression.3

It’s not unusual to have “the blues” or feel down occasionally—especially when you are in middle or high school. Bodies go 
through major chemical changes as you mature. The expectations of your teachers, family and friends—and the fear of not 
meeting them—can create stress and worry. When things go wrong at school or at home, you may feel unsure of yourself or 
wonder how you fit in. The idea of preparing for college or making decisions about your future can be overwhelming. On top of 
that, you face choices about friendships, sex, alcohol, and drugs. You may feel like you are getting mixed messages from 
parents, teachers, friends, and society.

Feeling down from time to time is different than having depression. When you have depression, it feels like there is a dark 
cloud over everyone and everything, and it is hard to feel good.

million young people ages 

12-17 deal with periods of 

major depression.1 

Of young people ages 11-17 who took 

MHA’s depression screen scored positive 

for moderate to severe depression.2

• Having trouble with schoolwork 

• Not participating in activities you 
used to enjoy

• Sadness and hopelessness

• Lack of enthusiasm, energy or motivation

• Anger and rage

• Overreaction to criticism

• Feelings of being unable to meet expectations

• Poor self-esteem or guilt

• Problems with making decisions, lack of 
concentration or forgetfulness

• Restlessness and agitation

• Changes in eating or sleeping patterns

• Rebelling against parents, teachers, 
or other authority figures

• Suicidal thoughts or actions



Screening is an anonymous, free, and private way to learn about your 

mental health and if you are showing warning signs of a condition. A 

screening is not a diagnosis, but it can be a helpful tool for starting a 

conversation with someone you trust about your mental health. 

If you just don't feel right or notice that someone else is struggling, it’s important to get help sooner rather than later. Reach 
out to a friend or trusted adult and tell them how you feel or that you are worried about someone. If you need help starting a 
conversation, visit www.mentalhealthamerica.net/timetotalk for tips on how to get started. 

Trained crisis counselors are available 24/7 by texting "MHA" to 741-741 or calling 1-800-273-TALK(8255).

You can also download the NotOK app on Google Play or the App Store. The NotOk app allows you to identify 

up to 5 people who will receive a notification when you press a button indicating that you’re not ok.

Sources
1 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2017). Key 
substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: Results from 
the 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (HHS Publication No. SMA 
17-5044, NSDUH Series H-52). Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health 
Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration.
2 Proprietary data from mhascreening.org.
3 American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical 
manual of mental disorders (5th ed.). Arlington, VA: American Psychiatric 
Publishing.

Don’t Suffer in Silence
Depression can make people feel hopeless about their current circumstances or the future. Left untreated, depression can 
cause some young people to think about doing drastic or violent things. 

If you see suspicious posts on social media or hear people say things that suggest they might be planning to hurt themselves 
or other people, tell an adult right away. If you feel this way, don’t suffer in silence! It is important to remember that there is 
help and there is hope.

If you or someone you know is experiencing suicidal thoughts, seek immediate help by calling 911 or going to the closest 
emergency room. Trust your instincts, and if necessary, break a confidence in order to save a life.



Types of Anxiety Disorders
There are many different types of anxiety disorders, but some of the most common are Generalized Anxiety Disorder, Phobias,  
Social Anxiety Disorder, and Panic Disorder. Here are some of the signs for each.3

Of young people ages 11-17 who took MHA’s anxiety 

screen scored positive for severe anxiety.2

Being nervous, uneasy, or worried can be summed up as feeling anxious. Everyone feels anxious from time to time, and often 
for good reason—you may have a big test coming up, be changing schools, have concerns about relationships with friends, 
feel self-conscious in certain situations, or have a very realistic fear of something. In most cases, anxious feelings pass 
relatively quickly.

Having anxious feelings is different than having an anxiety disorder. When you have an anxiety disorder, anxious feelings are 
extreme, can happen without warning or reason, have physical symptoms, and last for extended amounts of time .

of young people ages 13-18 

have an anxiety disorder.1 

Generalized Anxiety Disorder

• Feelings of constant, exaggerated 
worry and tension 

• Always expecting the worst

• difficulty relaxing or sleeping 

• physical symptoms such as tiredness, 
trembling, muscle tension, headaches, 

irritability or hot flashes 

• tightness in Your chest 
or knots in your stomach

Phobias

• being afraid of an object or situation 
that is actually relatively safe, but the 
thought of facing it brings on a panic 

attack or severe anxiety

• intense fear of being humiliated or 
embarrassed in front of other people 

which keeps you from being social 

• having intense anxiety about being in 
places or situations that might make 

you feel helpless or trapped, often 
making it difficult to leave the house



Screening is an anonymous, free, and private way to learn about your 

mental health and if you are showing warning signs of a condition. A 

screening is not a diagnosis, but it can be a helpful tool for starting a 

conversation with someone you trust about your mental health. 

If you just don't feel right or notice that someone else is struggling, it’s important to get help sooner rather than later. Reach 
out to a friend or trusted adult and tell them how you feel or that you are worried about someone. If you need help starting a 
conversation, visit www.mentalhealthamerica.net/timetotalk for tips on how to get started. 

Trained crisis counselors are available 24/7 by texting "MHA" to 741-741 or calling 1-800-273-TALK(8255).

You can also download the NotOK app on Google Play or the App Store. The NotOk app allows you to identify 

up to 5 people who will receive a notification when you press a button indicating that you’re not ok.

Sources
1 Kessler RC, Chiu WT, Demler O, Merikangas KR, Walters EE. 
Prevalence, severity, and comorbidity of 12-month DSM-IV 
disorders in the National Comorbidity Survey Replication. Arch 
Gen Psychiatry. 2005 Jun;62(6):617-27. PMID: 15939839
2 Proprietary data from mhascreening.org.
3 American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and 
statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed.). Arlington, VA: 
American Psychiatric Publishing.

panic Disorder

• unexpected attacks of extreme terror 
which often have physical symptoms like 
shortneess of breath or rapid breathing, 
shaking, choking sensation, sweating, 

and fast heart rate

• feeling like you're losing control, 
going crazy, or dying

• intense fear between attacks about 
when & where the next one will happen 

social Anxiety Disorder

• extreme fear of social or competitive 
situations

• being terrified of humiliation, 
rejection, or being judged negatively

• physical symptoms such as rapid heart 
rate, sweating, and racing thoughts at 
the idea of interacting with people or 

being in large groups



Being bullied sucks!  It’s hurtful, scary and confusing. When bullying is aggressive and 
physical, it can be dangerous.  When it’s emotional – like name calling, or cyberbullying – 
it’s easy to feel alone. If you’re being bullied or see someone being bullied, here are some 
things to do:

 � Try to stay calm.

 � Don’t let hurtful words beat you down

 � Be a friend - listen, support and speak up (especially if the situation is unsafe).

 � Tell them to stop.

 � Say nothing and walk away…if you need to, run away!

 � Remember – bullies hurt others because something wrong is going on in their lives.  
Even bullies need help. 

 � Get off the internet! Avoid checking the internet (even though you want to). 

 � Delete accounts where you are bullied.  Take a screen shot so that you can share it with 
your parents or others for evidence and support. 

 � Don’t respond to online bullies – getting into online conversations/chats can make you 
feel worse.  

 � Brush it off with humor.

 � Tell someone you trust – a friend, parent, teacher, and/or mentor.

 � Avoid “problematic areas” – areas around the neighborhood or school where bullying 
can happen.

 � Safety in numbers - keep yourself surrounded by people. 

 � Spend time with people who make you feel good about yourself (we like this one!).

 � Don’t become a bully yourself.  Don’t give in to anger. Don’t give in to peer pressure.  
If you can, be a friend – apologize to those you’ve bullied and support those who are 
being bullied.  

 � Ask adults to listen. Tell them: “It’s important.”

 � Recognize the signs of depression - sadness, wanting to be alone, poor concentration, 
sleeping problems, and difficulty in school.

 � If you’re feeling very sad or unsafe – always, always find help (best to find a trusted 
adult). 

 � If you do not know who to talk to and you feel like you want to hurt yourself. Call the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800.273.8255. 

WHAT TO DO
IF YOU’RE BEING
BULLIED



These include cardiovascular disease, 
high blood pressure, type 2 diabetes, 
some cancers, and metabolic 
syndrome.2

In addition to helping control weight, 
it can improve the chances of living 
longer, the strength of bones and 
muscles, and your mental health.1

Staying active can bene�t so many aspects of your health and can even prevent 
physical and mental health symptoms from worsening. It’s important to 
incorporate exercise daily to ensure your body and you mind are healthy.



You don’t have to have a gym membership to make exercise a part of your life! Picking physical activities that are easy to 
incorporate into things you already do and having a strong social support system are important in incorporating exercise into 
your routine. 

For a complete list of sources, download the complete 2018 May is Mental Health Month toolkit for end notes or visit the corresponding page 
on our website, www.mentalhealthamerica.net.

If you are taking steps to live a healthy lifestyle but still feel like you are 
struggling with your mental health, visit www.mhascreening.org to check 
your symptoms. It’s free, con�dential, and anonymous. Once you have 
your results, we'll give you information and help you �nd tools and 
resources to feel better.

Exercise doesn’t have to be done for hours on end. Ten minutes of moderate or vigorous activity at a 
time, �fteen times a week will get you to the recommended amount.  

Muscle strengthening activities should be incorporated into your exercise routine twice a week. This 
includes yoga, lifting weights, resistance band exercises, and things like push-ups and sit-ups. Your 
muscles should be tired by the time you are �nished with your exercises, but make sure you aren’t trying 
to lift too much too soon or you could injure yourself.



It can be hard to know how to deal with all the things life throws at us. For some, sometimes death seems like the only option. 
More young people survive suicide attempts than die, but even one death is too many. It’s important to know that there is 
help and there is hope.

cause of death among 

young people ages 10-24.1 

suicide is the 

are more likely to die 

from suicide, while

are more likely to report 

attempting suicide.2
Warning Signs
 
If you think someone you know is considering suicide, look for these warning signs:

• Threats of suicide—either direct or indirect

• Verbal hints such as “I won’t be around much longer” or “It’s hopeless” 

• Obsession with death

• Depression 

• Overwhelming sense of guilt, shame or rejection

• Putting affairs in order 
(for example, giving or throwing away favorite possessions)

• Sudden cheerfulness after a period of depression

• Dramatic change in personality or appearance

• Becoming angered easily 

• Bizarre thoughts

• Changes in eating or sleeping patterns

• Changes in school performance

• Lack of interest in future plans

of students seriously 

considered attempting 

suicide in the last year.3 



Content adapted from Red Flags “Suicide: A Permanent Solution to a Temporary Problem,” and “How to Help.”

Sources
1 CDC. Web-Based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System 
(WISQARS). www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/index.html
2 Drapeau, C. W., & McIntosh, J. L. (2017, December 24). U.S.A. 
Suicide: 2016 O�cial Final Data for America for the America 
Association of Suicidology. Retrieved from 
https://www.suicidology.org/resources/facts-statistics 
3 Kann, L., Kinchen, S., & Shanklin, S. (2014, June 13). Youth Risk 
Behavior Surveillance - United States, 2013. Retrieved from 
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6304a1.htm.   

What Can You Do?
If you think someone you know is at immediate risk of suicide, you need to ACT.

Trained crisis counselors are available 24/7 by texting "MHA" to 741-741 or calling 1-800-273-TALK(8255).

You can also download the NotOK app on Google Play or the App Store. The NotOk app allows you to identify 

up to 5 people who will receive a notification when you press a button indicating that you’re not ok.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU CARE ABOUT IS IN IMMEDIATE DANGER OF TAKING SUICIDAL ACTION, 
SEEK HELP BY CALLING 911 OR GOING TO THE CLOSEST EMERGENCY ROOM.

A is for Ask: 
Ask your friend if they are considering suicide or if they have a plan to 

end their life. It’s okay to be direct, just try to be non-judgEmental 

and show you care.  

C is for Care: 
If you think someone is in immediate danger, stay with them and offer 

to go with them to find help. Even if it doesn’t make sense to you, try 

your best to sympathize and offer support. Try not to leave someone 

with suicidal thoughts alone.

T is for Tell: 
Tell a trusted adult what’s going on. Your friend might ask you not 

to tell anyone, but you should never keep talk of suicide a secret. It is 

worth breaking trust to save a life. You should never try to handle 

the situation by yourself. The most helpful thing you can do is guide 

your friend to someone with training. 
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Time To Talk: Tips For Talking About Your Mental Health
mentalhealthamerica.net/conditions/time-talk-tips-talking-about-your-mental-health

Tips For Talking
Start a conversation about mental health when there is an open window of time to have an
in-depth discussion, and neither you or the person you’re talking to will have to cut the
conversation short to take care of other obligations. Plan to set aside at least 30 minutes to
an hour.

If you aren't sure how to bring up the topic of your mental health, here are a few ways to
get started:

Start with a text if a face-to-face talk is too intimidating.  It could be a plain old
text message with a note that says, “I have some important things on my mind and
need to make time to talk to you about them.”

 Find important information online that might help you explain what you’re going
through. Print it and bring it with you when you’re ready to talk.

Take the Youth Screen at mhascreening.org. Print out your results to share with
the person you plan to talk to.

Still Stumped About How To Get Started?
Use the letter below and fill in the blanks. Pick from the options we've listed or use your
own words.

Dear _________,

For the past (day/week/month/year/__________), I have been feeling (unlike
myself/sad/angry/anxious/ moody/agitated/lonely/hopeless/fearful/overwhelmed/
distracted/confused/stressed/empty/restless/unable to function or get out of bed/__________).
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I have struggled with (changes in appetite/changes in weight/loss of interest in things I used to
enjoy/ hearing things that were not there/seeing things that were not there/ feeling unsure if
things are real or not real/ my brain playing tricks on me/ lack of energy/increased energy/
inability to concentrate/alcohol or drug use or abuse/self-harm/skipping
meals/overeating/overwhelming focus on weight or appearance/feeling worthless/ uncontrollable 
thoughts/guilt/paranoia/nightmares/ bullying/not sleeping enough/ sleeping too much/risky
sexual behavior/overwhelming sadness/losing friends/unhealthy friendships/unexplained anger
or rage/isolation/ feeling detached from my body/feeling out of control/ thoughts of self-
harm/cutting/thoughts of suicide/plans of suicide/abuse/sexual assault/death of a loved
one/__________).

Telling you this makes me feel (nervous/anxious/hopeful/embarrassed/ empowered/pro-
active/mature/self-conscious/guilty/__________), but I’m telling you this because (I’m worried
about myself/it is impacting my schoolwork/it is impacting my friendships/I am afraid/I don’t
want to feel like this/I don’t know what to do/I don’t have anyone else to talk to about this/I trust
you/__________).

I would like to (talk to a doctor or therapist/talk to a guidance counselor/talk to my
teachers/talk about this later/create a plan to get better/talk about this more/find a support
group/__________) and I need your help.

Sincerely,
(Your name__________)

What if someone talks to you about their mental health?
Listen. Let them finish their sentences and complete thoughts without
interrupting. After they have finished you can respond.

Let them know if you understand. If someone has just spilled their guts and and
you’ve gone through something similar—tell them. It helps a lot for someone to know
they aren’t alone. Make sure you don’t switch the topic of conversation to your
struggles though; focus on their needs.

Avoid being judgmental. Don’t tell them they are being weird or crazy; it’s not helpful
at all.

Take them seriously. Try not to respond with statements that minimize how they are
feeling or what they are going through, such as, “You’re just having a bad week,” or
“I’m sure it’s nothing.”
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Make yourself available to talk again if needed. While it can be a big relief for
someone to share something they have been keeping secret, mental health struggles
usually aren’t solved with one conversation.  Let the person who has spoken with you
know that they can reach out to you again if they are having a tough time. It’s ok to let
them know if there is a time of day or certain days of the week that you aren’t
available.  For instance, “I’m here for you if you need to talk, but my parents don’t let
me use the phone after 9 on school nights, so call before then.

Don't turn what you've been told into gossip. If someone is talking to you about
their mental health, it was probably tough for them to work up the nerve to say
something in the first place and you shouldn’t share what they tell you with other
students at school. Let them share on their own terms.

If you don't understand, do some research and learn about what you've been
told. Make sure that your information is coming from reliable sources like
government agencies and health organizations.

Tell an adult if you have to. It’s important to have friends that trust you, but if a
friend indicates they have thoughts or plans of hurting themself or another person,
have been hearing voices or seeing things that no one else can hear or see, or have
any other signs and symptoms that shouldn’t be ignored then you need to tell an adult
what is going on. That doesn’t make you a bad friend; it just means that the problem
requires more help than you can give. If someone you know is in crisis and needs help
urgently, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255), text 741741, go to your local Emergency Room or
call 911.

Now what?
If you’ve made the decision to talk to someone about your mental health, you may be
nervous about how things will go and what could happen. Check out the list below to find
out more about what you can expect.

Things might be a little awkward at first for both people in the conversation.  For a lot
of people, talking about anything related to their health or body can be kind of tough at
first.

You’ll probably feel relieved. Being able to open up and share something you’ve been
keeping to yourself for a long time can feel like a weight has been lifted. You might learn
that the person you’re talking to has had some personal experience or knows someone in
their family who has gone through something similar, which will help you to feel less alone.
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You may encounter someone who doesn’t understand. While it’s likely that a person will
know someone who has struggled with their mental health, they may not understand what
it’s like- especially if they haven’t struggled themselves.

Expect to be asked questions. Some questions might include: How long has this been
going on? Did something difficult happen before you started feeling this way? Can you
describe what it’s like? You don’t have to answer every question that you’re asked if you
don’t want. Remember that the person you’re talking to is probably asking questions to help
them better understand what you’re going through.

It’s possible that you might not get the reaction you were hoping for.  It can be
discouraging if you work up the nerve to speak up and are then told, “you’ve just got the
blues” “get over it”“stop being silly” or “you worry too much.” Sometimes this kind of reaction
has to do with culture or expectations. Try to explain how it is really having an effect on your
ability to live a healthy and happy life and you aren’t sure how to make things better.  If for
some reason the person you chose to talk to still isn’t “getting it” someone else will. Think
about someone else you could talk to that would give you the help you need. Don’t stop or
go back to ignoring your situation or struggling alone.
The conversation is the first step in a process. Congratulations for getting the ball rolling.

If your first conversation isn’t with your parents, you’ll probably need to talk to them
at some point. See the following page for tips and common concerns about talking to
parents.

Your next step might be going to an appointment of some sort. It may start with
someone at school like the guidance counselor or school psychologist, a visit to your regular
family doctor or psychiatrist, or with another kind of treatment provider like a therapist or
social worker. These professionals can help figure out what exactly is going on and how to
start getting you the help you need. You might need to talk to more than one person to find
someone who can be the most helpful.
It takes time to get better. You could be going through something situational, which can
improve with time to process feelings (for example, grief after the death of a loved one or a
tough break-up) or adjustments to your environment (like switching lockers to get away
from someone who is a bully), or you could have a more long term mental health issue.
Mental health issues are common and treatable; however, you may have to try a few
different things to find right type of treatment or combination of strategies that works best
for you.

Don't forget to visit the other pages.
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Mental Health Facts 
CHILDREN & TEENS

Fact: 1 in 5 children ages 13-18 have, or will have a serious mental illness.1 

Impact

Warning Signs

Suicide

20% 11% 10% 8%
20% of youth ages 

13-18 live with a mental 
health condition1

11% of youth have 
a mood disorder 

1
10% of youth

have a behavior or 
conduct disorder 

1

8% of youth have 
an anxiety disorder 

1

50% of all lifetime cases of mental illness 
begin by age 14 and 75% by age 24.150%

The average delay between onset of 
symptoms and intervention is 8-10 years.110 yrs

Approximately 50% of students 
age 14 and older with a mental 
illness drop out of high school.150%

70%
70% of youth in state and local 
juvenile justice systems have a 
mental illness.1

Suicide is the 3rd 
leading cause of 
death in youth 
ages  10 - 24.1

3rd

!

!

!

!

!

Feeling very sad or withdrawn for more than 
2 weeks (e.g., crying regularly, feeling 
fatigued, feeling unmotivated). 

Trying to harm or kill oneself or making plans 
to do so. 

Out-of-control, risk-taking behaviors that can 
cause harm to self or others. 

Sudden overwhelming fear for no reason, 
sometimes with a racing heart, physical 
discomfort or fast breathing. 

Not eating, throwing up or using laxatives to 
lose weight; significant weight loss or gain. 

Severe mood swings that cause problems 
in relationships. 

Repeated use of drugs or alcohol. 

Drastic changes in behavior, personality or 
sleeping habits (e.g., waking up early and 
acting agitated). 

Extreme difficulty in concentrating or 
staying still that can lead to failure in 
school. 

Intense worries or fears that get in the way 
of daily activities like hanging out with 
friends or going to classes.  

!
!

!

!

!

4 Things Parents Can Do

Talk with your 
pediatrician

Get a referral to a
mental health specialist

Work with 
the school

Connect with
other families

90% of those who 
died by suicide had 
an underlying 
mental illness.1

90%

www.nami.org

1 This document cites statistics provided by the National Institute of Mental Health. www.nimh.nih.gov

Follow Us!

facebook.com/officialNAMI

twitter.com/NAMIcommunicate
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2015

Time To Talk: Uncomfortable, But Important
mentalhealthamerica.net/conditions/time-talk-uncomfortable-important

A Guide for Adolescents and Teens
It's hard to start the conversation about your mental health, but our guide can help you get
started.

It's time to talk about your mental health when...

You just don't "feel right" and aren't sure why.

Your thoughts or things you do just don't seem the way other people think or behave.

Your thoughts, feelings or behaviors are starting to affect your life at home, school or
with friends in a bad way.

You've had some of the signs and symptoms below for more than a week:

Feeling sad, empty, hopeless, or worthless

Sensitivity to sound, sight, smell, or touch

Feeling overly worried
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Not being able to do school work

Feeling like your brain is playing tricks on you and hearing knocking or
scratching sounds, or your name being called

Loss of interest in things you used to enjoy, or withdrawal from others

Changes in sleep patterns or energy levels

Irritability or restlessness

Problems with concentration, memory or thinking
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Loss of appetite or overeating

Signs And Symptoms That You Shouldn't Ignore
Thoughts or plans of killing or hurting one's self or another person

Hearing voices or seeing things that no one else can hear or see

Unexplainable changes in thinking, speech, or writing

Being overly suspicious or fearful

Serious drop in school performance

Sudden personality changes that are bizarre or out of character

If you or someone you know is in crisis, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255), text 741741, go to your
local Emergency Room or call 911.

Who Can You Talk To?
Find a person you trust. Someone who will listen to you, and help you plan your next steps.
While this could be a family member (parents, grandparents, aunt, or uncle), you can also
seek out resources at your school (nurse or guidance counselor), church (rabbi, pastor,
youth group leader), or community (coach, neighbor).
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Don't forget to visit the other pages.
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Time To Talk: Talking To Your Parents
mentalhealthamerica.net/conditions/time-talk-talking-your-parents

Talking To Parents
Talking to a parent about mental health can be scary for a number of reasons.

Many people report being afraid to tell their parents because they do not want to upset
them. Sometimes we don’t understand where troubling feelings or thoughts are coming
from and feel guilty for having them. A good question to ask yourself in this situation is how
would you feel if someone you love were suffering and came to you? Likely, you would be
upset that they were struggling, but you would not be upset with them. You would be glad
they confided in you and ready to help them in any way you could.

Here are some of the most common concerns people give for not talking to their parents
and some tips  for overcoming them.

"I don't know how my parents will react."

Talking can be scary, but the help available is worth it. The sooner you address things, the
sooner you can feel better and the better you will be in the long-run. If you are concerned
about how your parents will respond, one option is to schedule a meeting with both of
them or with one parent at a time. Instead of a sudden, potentially unexpected
conversation, choose a time and place where you are comfortable and plan what you want
to say beforehand. You can plan by researching information online, taking a mental health
screening and printing the results, or just by writing out a script for what you’d like to say.

On that note, you could also write a letter if you are not as comfortable with a conversation. 
A  letter allows you to express exactly what you want to say without the pressure of an
immediate response. Check out our sample letter on page 2. Remember, even if it seems
scary or if your family never discusses these things, you are doing what is right for you. Be
honest with where you are and think about the specific support you need from them. Focus
on actions they can take or things they can change.

"My parents will be sad or disappointed."

It might be hard for your parents not to show that they are sad, upset or disappointed. They
might be sad that you are suffering, but this does not mean they are upset with you. In fact,
many parents are upset because the care about you. Parents often wonder if there was
something they could have done differently that would have prevented you from struggling.
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Maybe you feel that there are high expectations of you  and  you’re afraid that having
mental health problems will be a disappointment. It’s important to ask where these
expectations come from and whether the expectations are real (have you been told certain
things are expected, or are you assuming they are expected) or reasonable. Thinking
through and explaining your fears about their sadness or disappointment might help them
to respond in a way that is more helpful for you.

"My parents will be angry or won't take me seriously."

Another concern many people have is that their parents will become angry or dismiss their
feelings, both of which are painful experiences when you are already hurting. When dealing
with a potential conflict, it is helpful to plan a meeting or to write a letter saying that you are
worried about anger or dismissal. Explain to your parents that you are struggling and
believe you would benefit from  extra  support. If they dismiss your concerns, tell them that
you are trying to take care of yourself and would like to at least have a discussion with a
professional. You can also support your desire for treatment with information and mental
health screening results.

A lot of the time, reacting  with anger or dismissal is about fear. Your parents might not
know how to react or may have preconceived notions about what it means to get help for
mental health concerns. Even if they do not know the best way to respond, it is important
that you speak up for yourself, as we know the earlier a person gets help the better they are
in the long-run. You may have to turn to other trusted adults or mental health resources if
needed.

"My parents will ask too many questions."

Sometimes parents will get upset and afraid and want to know all of the details of what you
are experiencing. While only you know your parents and level of comfort, do not feel that
you have to share every detail of your experience. You may be unsure of how to describe
what you’re feeling or afraid of getting in trouble for certain  behaviors.  Your  thoughts or
concerns about how your family relates to one another might also be playing a role in what
you’re going through. There are reasons why you may not want to tell your parents every
single detail of what is going on, and it makes sense to want some privacy when first
opening up about your struggles.

It might help to  plan  or  review what you are comfortable sharing beforehand. You can tell
your parents that you would really like to speak to a mental health professional, as an
outside input with knowledge and experience in what you are dealing with. While it is
unhealthy to hold things in, it is important to make sure you are in a safe space when
beginning to open up.

"My parents already have enough to worry about."
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All adults have responsibilities and stress. While some families may be dealing with more
stressful or serious situations than others, your wellbeing and health is important and
deserves attention—regardless of what else may be going on with your parents. If you’re
worried about stressing out your parents, pick a time to talk when things are calm, and bring
information about what you’re going through and what kind of help you would like.

"One or both of my parents are part of why I am struggling."

If one or both of your parents contribute to your desire to seek help, there are several
options for what you can do. If you trust one parent, you can explain how you are feeling
and ask that they either tell or do not tell the other parent. Often parents may not be willing 
to  keep  things of this nature from one another so make sure to check beforehand.

This might be an opportunity to reach out to another  trusted  adult in your life. Guidance
counselors in particular can be very helpful in these situations, as they have experience and
expertise with students in similar situations. Other trusted  adults may be able to help you
as well, particularly in creating a plan to talk to your parents. While speaking with a trusted
adult is not a substitute for a needed treatment program, outside resources can guide you
to the help or support you need.

If you are currently experiencing physical abuse, sexual abuse, or neglect, inform a trusted
adult. You can visit www.dorightbykids.org to find out more information on definitions of
abuse and neglect, reporting, and what happens after you report.

"My parents do not believe me."

Even if your parents care for you, sometimes it’s hard for them to see what is actually going
on. This could mean they label your struggles as typical “growing up” experiences, or they
dismiss the entire  possibility of getting help for mental health. Ignoring problems because
they are unpleasant does not make them go away, and it is important for you to continue to
ask for what you need. You can explain to them that, even though you hear their beliefs,
you would like the chance to speak to a mental health professional based on your
experiences and research.

If it is unlikely that you will change their minds, you may have to reach out to other
resources. This includes teachers, relatives, and guidance counselors. These individuals
could help you talk to your parents and/ or put you in contact with resources to help. Even
though your parents are not validating your  struggles, it does not make them unreal or
unimportant. If you need professional help, put together a list of reasons why this is the
help you think you need. You can also lean on friends, online communities, and other
accessible mental health resources like apps and online education.

Other Resources
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For more information and resources in your area contact your local MHA affiliate. Find one
near you at mentalhealthamerica.net/find-affiliate.

Take the youth screen at www.mhascreening.org.  

Don't forget to visit the other pages.
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