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N DI A N A

CINCO bDE MAYO

Cinco de Mayo is a date of
great importance for the
Mexican and Chicano com-
munities. It marks the victory
of the Mexican army over the
French at the Battle of Pue-
bla. Although the Mexican
army was eventually de-
feated, the “Batalla de Pue-
bla” came to represent a
symbol of Mexican unity and
patriotism. With this victory,
Mexico demonstrated to the
world that Mexico and all of
Latin America were willing to
defend themselves of any
foreign intervention.

Cinco de Mayo’s history has
roots in the French Occupa-
tion of Mexico. The French
occupation took shape in the
aftermath of the Mexican
American war of 1846-48.
With this war, Mexico en-
tered a period of national
crisis during the 1850’s.
Years of not only fighting the
Americans but also a Civil
War, had left Mexico devas-
tated and bankrupt. On July
17, 1861, President Benito
Juarez issued a moratorium
in which all foreign debt
would be suspended for a
brief period of two years, with

the promise that after this
period, payments would re-
sume.

The English, Spanish and
French refused to allow
president Juarez to do this,
and instead decided to in-
vade Mexico and get pay-
ments by whatever means
necessary. The Spanish and

Hispanic American Patch
is part of the American
Heritage Series

English eventually withdrew,
but the French refused to
leave. Their intention was to
create an Empire in Mexico
under Napoleon Ill. Napoleon
Il believed that if the United
States was allowed to pros-
per indiscriminately, it would
eventually become a power
in and of itself.

In 1862, the French army

began its advance. Under
General Ignacio Zaragoza,
5,000 Mestizo and Zapotec
Indians defeated the French
army in what came to be
known as the “Batalla de
Puebla” on the fifth of May.

In the United States, the
“Batalla de Puebla” came to
be known as simply “5 de
Mayo” and unfortunately,
many people wrongly equate
it with Mexican Independ-
ence which was on Septem-
ber 16, 1810, nearly a fifty
year difference. Over the
years, Cinco de Mayo has
become very commercialized
and has become a holiday
for fun and dance. People of
Mexican descent in the
United States celebrate this
significant day by having
parades, mariachi music,
folkloric dancing and other
types of festive activities.

This Cinco de Mayo join in
one of the celebrations or
create your own to celebrate
the “Battle of Puebla”.

*insert taken from

http://cInet.ucla.edu/cinco.html
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ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY

Endangered Species Day is an op-
portunity for people young and old to
learn about the importance of pro-
tecting endangered species and
everyday actions that people can
take to help protect our nation’s dis-
appearing wildlife and plants. Today
is a legacy we leave to our children
and grandchildren, so that all Ameri-
cans can experience the rich variety
of native species that help to define
our nation. Started by the United
States Senate, Endangered Species

Endangered Species Patch

Day is the third Friday in May. Every
year, thousands of people through-
out the country celebrate Endan-
gered Species Day at parks, wildlife
refugees, zoos, aquariums, botani-
cal gardens, libraries, schools and
community centers. You can partici-
pate in festivals, field trips, park
tours, community clean-ups, film
showings, classroom presentations,
and many other fun and educational
activities.

NATIONAL ETIQUETTE WEEK

National Etiquette Week tesy, civility, kindness go to a restaurant, smile, é teldnen are

is the national recogni- and manners as well as  and say "thank you.” o ool
tion of etiquette and rally people to act with wall
protocol in all areas of good manners in their
American life— everyday lives. Annu- nesounce
business, social, dining, ally, etiquette week be- ~onblent
travel, technology, wed-  gins with the second

Hoover

ding and international
protocol. The week will
raise awareness of all
people to act with cour-

Monday in May.

This National Etiquette
week have a tea party,
Etiquette Patch

NATIONAL BACKYARD GAMES WEEHK

What was your favorite
game while playing out-
side? Was it Capture
the Flag, Red Rover,
Simon Says, Hopscotch
or did you enjoy making
up your own games.
May 17-24 is National
Backyard Games Week,

go outside enjoy the
weather and bring some
of your favorite games
to play with some of to-
day’s games. Pick a
different game every
day of the week. Try
one you always wanted
to do. Get the girls out-

doors moving and
having fun.

If the weather is really
warm have a water
balloon fight, teach
them ice shuffle board,
or play with squirt
guns. Whatever game
they decide, have fun!

Game Night Patch
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Come on down to the station
and join the celebration in
Chicago! Don't miss your
chance to see model trains,
train equipment displays and
much more:

®  The Blues Journey and
Connection to the Rail-
road Exhibit*

®  Train Equipment Dis-
plays*

®  Model Train Displays*

®  AmtraKids Depot

®  Go-Green Express: Eco
Exhibit*
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®  National Park Service
Trails & Rails Exhibit*

®  Snapshot Station

®  Trains Move our Econ-
omy Exhibit*

®  Amtrak: Dining the Rail
Way* exhibit and culi-
nary demonstrations,
featuring Chef Gerard
Bertholon

®  Amtrak Brand Display -
Enjoy the journey®*

® Live performances by the
sons of blues legend
Muddy Waters and Mis-

T

THE YEAR

SHOP NEWS

RAIN DAY

sissippi-based blues musi-
cian, Bobby Rush, and
the South Shore Drill
Team
*Stop by this exhibit and get
your National Train Day
"Passport" stamped! Passports
For more information,

please visit
www.nationaltrainday.com

will be provided at Union
Station on May 8. Be sure to

pick one up!

National Train Day in Chicago
features The Blues Journey
and Connection to the Railroad
Exhibit.

ITEMS

the Journeys. There are two

available for girls to treas-

NATIONAL

Are you looking for a small
gift to give each of the girls
in your troop as a parting gift
until next year? How about
one of the Core Books from

BIKE MONTH

wonderful series to choose
from and each one is $7.00.
Each girl has a chance to
take a journey by herself or
you can do it as a group. As
each Girl Scout works their
way through the journey
they can earn part of their
prestigious award. There are
also keepsakes; every grade
level has a special keepsake

ure.

Head to one of your council
shops today and pick a jour-
ney as an end of year gift.

May is the perfect time
to dust off the family
bikes and find a trail. Go
out for a ride with fam-
ily, friends, or troop.

Did you know that more
than half of the U.S.
population lives within

five miles of work.
Take a ride to work or
school and save carbon
emissions, gas and put
some money in your
pocket. Take the troop
out and figure out how
much you would save

going to the convenience
store or to school by rid-
ing your bike for a week.

For more information on
National Bike Month,
please visit
www.bikeleague.org.

Biking Fun Patch
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SATURDAY SHOP HOURS

May 15
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

May 1, 15

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Chicago
GREATER CHICAGO
AND NORTHWEST INDIANA
Joliet
The Girl Scout Leadership
experience engages girls in _
discovering self, connecting with Lzl
others, and taking action to make
the world a better place.
Vernon Hills

May 1, 8, 15, 22
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

May 1, 8, 15, 22

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Please check www.girlscoutsgcnwi.org for additional
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May Day is celebrated in many
places around the world. The
traditions and stories surround-
ing May Day vary from place to
place. There is however, one
thing that is similar in most
celebrations—the use of flowers.

One of the most popular known
May day traditions is to hang a
basket full of flowers and/or
smal | gi ft’' s
door knob. The
want the neighbor to see you! If
you get caught, you are sup-
posed to get a kiss.

on a

A popular tradition among chil-
dren is to create a May Pole.
Decorate a pole with brightly
colored ribbon or paper stream-

tric

MAY DAY

ers. Some also add flowers and
balloons. The pole is usually
carried in a parade and then
placed in the ground at a desig-
nated area. People dance
around the May Pole, holding
the ends of the streamers or
ribbon in their hands.

In London, May Day is cele-
brated with the children going
frem hypbske borhouse. They bring
Kowiers and get pehnies’irt re-
turn. The pennies are then
thrown into a wishing well. The
pennies are then donated to
charity.

In France, cows play an impor-
tant role in May Day. The cows
are led in parades with flowers

attached to their tails. The peo-
ple watching the parade try to
touch the cows; it is believed to
be good luck.

In Germany, one tradition is for
boys to secretly plant a May
tree in front of the window of
the girl they love.

In Hawaii, they celebrate their
own version of May Day; they
call it Lei Day. People give Ha-
waiian leis to each other. They
put them around
necks and sometimes give a
traditional kiss.

How will you celebrate May
Day?

each
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